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September 25, 2005

“God Has Spoken.  Now What?”
Amos 3:3-8

FCF:  A casual estimation of the Scriptures > indifference to the Scriptures
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Because the word of the LORD has been revealed
(magnet) there then follows certain necessary responses.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

When you set out on a journey, it helps to know how to get to where you need to go.  Case in point – our recent drive from Clarksville to northern Ohio.  There’s the very real possibility of getting lost.  How?  Well, by being unfamiliar with the way.  Of course, a map can take care of that – in our case, of Kentucky and Ohio.  But you can get just as lost if you are feeling too familiar with the way, too familiar to bother with looking at the map.  You can get into just as much trouble that way as the other.  Having the map isn’t enough.  You have to recognize your need and take the time to read it.
There’s a parallel here to the Scriptures – our map, our guide in teaching us all we need to know concerning God and how we are to live.  Here too we can go astray in one of two ways – by being unfamiliar with what is there or by being too familiar with what is there and then thinking ourselves to somehow be beyond or above it.  A familiarity breeding contempt – or at least a casual carelessness with what we have in its pages.
SCRIPTURE READING:  Amos 3:3-8
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

You don’t have to be an aeronautical engineer to appreciate the concept of stealth technology – the ability to move in and out of enemy territory undetected by radar.  Despite the speed at which one is traveling or the payload one is carrying, if your aircraft is shaped in a certain way and built out of certain materials, the signal registered on the ground will be no more than a large bird.  It’s really quite something.  But why is stealth needed?  Well, obviously to avoid being shot down – because of the resistance you face.
Stealth appears in other places as well.  To avoid being “shot down,” to counter resistance, and to “fly under the radar,” we see similar instances in the Scriptures.  Think with me.  The prophet Nathan, in confronting King David over his affair with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, drew David in with the story of a stolen lamb culminating with his “You are the man!”  Jesus, in explaining the nature of the Kingdom of God to the crowds, told them parables taken from everyday life.  Stealth at work.  And we see much the same with Amos, in that there was a hostility there as well, a resistance to be faced, and thus a need to fly under their radar if he was going to be able to strike at his target.

As we’ve seen already in our study, Amos began with denouncing the sins of the neighboring nations, likely luring Israel in with their animosity.  And here in chapter 3, we see much the same – this time a drawing them in with their curiosity.  He leads them along with a survey of the causes of certain events.  Whether it be two people walking together, the roar of a lion, the springing of a trap, the sounding of a trumpet, in each case there is a cause behind the event culminating in the fall of a city – which God must ultimately be behind (READ Amos 3:6b).  This would have gone down hard for there was resistance to this idea.  “Surely you can’t mean this applies to us, Amos.  We’re His chosen people.”  But that’s precisely what he meant.  Look at verse 2 (READ Amos 3:2).
This was strong stuff.  And there was more coming.  How could this shepherd from Tekoa say such things?  Why would he say such things?  And why should they listen to him?  (READ Amos 3:7) It had been revealed.  That’s why he had to speak.  And that’s why they needed to listen.  It had been revealed.  Otherwise, he would have been crazy to say such things.  And they would have been crazy not to throw him out.  (READ Amos 3:8) Something had been revealed and it demanded a two-fold response.
I. THE NEED TO SPEAK
The first response is that of the prophet himself.  The Lord GOD had spoken and so His prophet must then speak.  His words must be conveyed.
A) The Lord GOD Has Spoken
Think with me as to the implications of this.
1. The Lord GOD

Who is it that is said to have spoken?  It’s worth noting the name referred to here and its meaning.  “The Lord GOD” – Adonai Yahweh, the sovereign LORD – a combination of His covenantal name and a title of royal position and sovereign authority.
2. The Lord GOD has spoken

And we are told that He, the Lord GOD, has not stood off stoic and silent, removed and unmoved by the rebellion of His people.  No, He has spoken.  Unable to be ambivalent, unable to forget or forsake His people, He has spoken.  He has revealed Himself.
B) Who Can But Prophesy?

What then must happen?  What then must a prophet do?  (READ Amos 3:8b).
1. What it means

When the LORD speaks the only thing His prophet can do is to prophesy, to relay what he has heard.  What would this mean for Amos?  To foretell – speaking to what will be in the future.  And to forthtell – speaking to what should be now in the present.
2. Why it is appropriate

This is the only appropriate response.  Amos knows who and whose he, the messenger, is – he is the LORD’s.  Amos knows whose the message is – the LORD’s.  And he knows whose his audience is as well – the LORD’s.  What else can he do then but speak?
Illustration:

Amos is in many respects serving as an ambassador – much like the Apostle Paul would eight centuries later.  Both men recognized something of who had called them, who they represented, and in whose name they spoke.  Listen to Paul’s allusions to this in his letters (READ 2 Corinthians 5:20; 1 Corinthians 9:16).  Do you hear the sense of obligation, of compulsion, welling up from within?  Paul nor Amos could not not speak.
Application:

How then does this apply to us?  Certainly, in a sense this is unrepeatable.  Such prophecies have ceased.  Revelation has ceased.  But that is not to say God has stopped speaking.  He speaks by His Spirit through His Word – the Scriptures.  We have the deposit here.  And it is still speaking.  Which means, like Amos, we too must then speak.

J. A. Motyer asks here in his commentary, “Is there an Amos in the house?”  Why is this necessary for us to hear?  Because there are times we are reluctant to speak.  When we don’t want to hear the message ourselves.  Perhaps it’s too difficult to believe, too painful to apply.  But who has spoken?  The Lord GOD.  And so we must then speak.
But there are also times when others don’t want to hear it either.  And here too, even though we may be reluctant to speak, we must.  For He has.  Even when we feel sure they’ll reject it.  Even when we feel sure they’ll reject us.  We have to be willing to tell our children, to tell our spouses, to tell one another what they need to hear.  We have to love people enough to confront their sin.  “I know you think everything is okay but it’s not.”  We have to love people enough to challenge them with the gospel.  “I know you think you’re good enough but you’re not.”  We love the ease within the relationship more than persons in the relationship.  And so we say nothing.  We’re more concerned with their fleeting assessment of us than our faithful service to the Lord.  And so we say nothing.  But who has spoken?  And whose assessment matters?  The Lord GOD.
II. THE NEED TO LISTEN

His word has been revealed.  The first response, the response of the prophet, then is to speak.  But there is another.  The second response is that of the people the prophet is addressing.  And this is the weight of Amos’ concern.  The word of the LORD had been revealed.  And they needed to listen (READ Amos 3:8a).  Just as Amos could not ignore the voice of the LORD so too His people could not ignore the roar of the lion.
A) The Lion Has Roared
1. The Lion

Now Amos was a shepherd.  He knew something of what lions were like.  But clearly this was no ordinary lion.  Who is he speaking of?  The One who is elsewhere described as a shepherd Himself but who was now turning to pounce upon His traitorous own that they might see the horrors of what they’d become and that He might revive them.
2. The Lion has roared

And so we hear the roar of this Lion.  It is a thunderous sound – one that would not be heard in the confines of an urban zoo.  Amos has alluded to it already (READ Amos 3:4).  This is the roar of a predator.  It is a roar that freezes the kill when the lion knows it is finally his.  In fact, this whole section began with a roaring (READ Amos 1:2).
B) Who Will Not Fear?

What then should happen?  What then should follow from His people?
1. What it means

Amos makes clear what the only rationale response could be (READ Amos 3:8a).  “Fear” – not a craven, foolish fear of some monster but a standing in awe, honor, and reverence.
2. Why it is appropriate

Why?  Why this response?  Similar reasons as to why the prophet was compelled to speak.  The recognition of who and whose this messenger is, of who sent him – the LORD.  Of whose the message is – the LORD’s.  And, again, of whose the audience is – not their own but the LORD’s.  All of this flowing from the reality of who it was that had spoken, who it was that had roared – the Lord GOD.  And so His people should fear.
Now, contrast this need for “fear” and the way of the fool – living as though the Lord GOD had not spoken, as though He was not real.  Contrast the need for “fear” of the LORD with the way they were actually living.  And so then the Lion was roaring.
Illustration:

Not that anyone was listening.  I recently came across this quote from a local law enforcement official near Mt. St. Helens around the time of its eruption back in the early eighties.  “People were in danger areas around the mountain because they refused to obey the roadblocks.  The bottom line is that nobody would listen.”  Nobody would listen and thus needless deaths and injuries.  Sound familiar?  Sounds much like the sort of thing you hear in the hours just before hurricanes make landfall on the Gulf Coast.  There are some who believe the warnings just don’t apply to them, that they are the exception.
Application:

(READ Proverbs 12:15) Why is this necessary to hear?  Because there are times we are reluctant to listen, when we are foolish.  We don’t want to hear that we’re wrong.  None of us do.  We want to be right – often because we are worshipping and serving the idol of control.  Which is, of course foolish in that we have no such control and have been given the chance to entrust ourselves to the One who is solely in control.  But yet we want to be right.  Or perhaps we need to be right because we are worshipping and serving the idol of reputation.  Which is, of course foolish in that poll numbers are as stable as the wind, subject to the whims of others.  And yet we have been given the chance to give ourselves to the One who has already declared and demonstrated His love for us with arms open wide – and nailed to a cross.  We don’t need to be right.  We need to be made right – right within and right with God.  And the only One who can do that is Jesus.

The fear, the awe, the reverence of the Lord GOD spoken of here in Amos is something He not only desires but is determined to bring about in our hearts.  What will this mean for us?  Think about it.  How does the LORD most often work to bring about such renewal?  Through His Word and one another.  Which means that when a brother or sister in Christ tells us that what we did was hateful, that what we said was dishonest, that the course we chose was cowardly, that we are not trusting in the gospel but in ourselves and it’s showing in either our pride or in our despair – we need to listen.  We need to listen.  For they may well be right.  They may well be right.  They may well be the Lord’s sanctioned instruments in our lives – just as Amos was in the lives of the Israelites.
CONCLUSION:

Remember – Amos’ message was that something was about to happen and it demanded a response (Amos 3:8).  Fundamentally, this is a response of humility – not a natural but a necessary response nonetheless – whether in the speaking or in the listening or both.  It demands knowing our place.  Some of you know I coach my son’s soccer team.  What we see here in Amos is much like the instruction I give my players.  “Don’t bunch up.  Play your position.”  They are inexperienced at the game and so they struggle at times with believing me.  They are prideful in their hearts and so they struggle at times with heeding me.  But still I coach.  And every now and then a voice pipes up from the sideline – “Your coach is talking.  Listen to him.”  And order is restored.
We have an intuitive sense of such things as we watch young ones in a game.  When the coach is talking the players need to listen.  The sound of his voice needs to be received with a humility of heart.  Because of who he is, because of the wisdom of his words, because of the need of those on the field, his word demands a response.  How much more so the Word of the LORD revealed to His people.  Your Creator, your Savior, your Redeemer is talking.  He is talking.  Here in His Word He is talking.  Listen to Him.  
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Because the word of the LORD has been revealed

(magnet) there then follows certain necessary responses.
Charles Wesley, “Before the Reading of the Scriptures”
“Come, Holy Ghost, (for mov’d by thee

the prophets wrote and spoke:)

Unlock the Truth, thyself the Key,

unseal the sacred Book.

God, thro’ himself, we then shall know,

if thou within us shine:

And sound, with all the saints below,

the depths of love divine.”
